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For this unit, children will look at the same sound being 

represented by different spellings.   

For example - 

• the <oe> spelling as in toe 

• the <o-e> spelling as in hole 

• the <ow> spelling as in crow 

• the <oa> spelling as in boat 

• the <ou> spelling as in soul 

• the <ough> spelling as in dough 

• the <o> spelling as in most 



FOUR IN A ROW GAME 
This is a game for two players. Each player chooses a different 

coloured marker. They take it in turns to read a word on the grid 

and cross out the word they have just read with their coloured 

marker (but they HAVE TO SAY THE SOUNDS AND READ THE WORD 

out loud!). The aim of the game is to be the first to for a horizon-

tal, vertical, or diagonal line of four words in one’s own colour.  

low mould groan over throne pillow 

stone stroke coach fold loaf toast 

gold foam own moan vote boulder 

nose slow note boast though show 

road cone croak dough grow joke 

1  3 4 5 6 



SNAKES AND LADDERS 
Take part in a game of snakes and ladders. Roll a die and move 

the correct number of spaces. When you land on a square, say the 

sounds and read the word. If you land on a ladder, go up! If you 

land on a snake, go down. First one to the end wins.  



WORD SEARCH 
Find the following words in the word search by tracking through 

each line from left to right. Words only appear horizontally. 

Students have to find the following words in the word search by 

tracking through each line left to right. Remember, we sometimes 

spell a sound with more than one letter. In this word search, they 

will see some two-letter spellings. When the two letters are in one 

square, they represent one sound. When they find a word in the 

word search, they have to say the sounds and read a word before 

they circle or colour it.  



SPEED READ: MORE SPELLINGS 

old show though joke 

boulder broke throne bone 

snow 

roast 

host 

mould 

open 

loaf 

shoulder 

most 

How many words can the children read in 20 seconds? See how 

many words the child can read correctly in 20 seconds. Ask them 

to do the activity several times over several days, challenging them 

to read faster. Repeat the activity in a few weeks as revision.  



TREE MAP 

Spelli n gs fo r /oe/ s ound 

<oe> <o-e>  <ow>   <o a> <ou>  <ough> <o> 

• alone 

• blow 

• boast 

• boat 

• coal 

• grow 

• home 

• host 

• mould 

• though 

• dough 

• stroke 

• shoulder 

• soul 

• toe 

• load 

• cloak 

• rose 

• show 

• over 

• crow 

• coach 

• joke 

• throne 

Activity 1 - Written Tree Map  

Ask the children to create a tree map for the /ie/ sound using the word 
list above. Each category, the children put the spelling at the top 
(because we always write the spelling, never the sound) and all of the 
words with that sound underneath. For example, word and world would 
be in the same category because the spelling represents the /ie/ sound.  

Activity 2 - Speed Read  

Write 5-10 words down from the list above or use the cards below. En-
courage the children to read the words as quickly as they can, like the 
speed read above.  

Activity 3 - Floor Tree Map  

Use the words below and ask the children to put them in a big tree map 
similar to idea number 1.  



EXAMPLE TREE MAP 

Spelli n gs fo r /oe/ s ound 

<oe> <o-e>  <ow>   <o a> <ou>  <ough> <o> 

• alone 

• blow 

• boast 

• boat 

• coal 

• grow 

• home 

• host 

• mould 

• though 

• dough 

• stroke 

• shoulder 

• soul 

• toe 

• load 

• cloak 

• rose 

• show 

• over 

• crow 

• coach 

• joke 

• throne 



TREE MAP WORD LIST 

alone 

boast 

cold 

mould 

shoulder 



TREE MAP WORD LIST 

boat 

stroke 

grow 

show 

home 



TREE MAP WORD LIST 

dough 

though 

toast 

coach 

boulder 



TREE MAP WORD LIST 

cloak 

fold 

toe 

rose 

sold 


