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UNIT 14: Sound /u/ 

For this unit, children will look at the same sound being 

represented by different spellings.   

For example - 

 the <u> spelling as in but 

 the <ou> spelling as in double 

 the <o> spelling as in mother 



FOUR IN A ROW GAME 
This is a game for two players. Each player chooses a different 

coloured marker. They take it in turns to read a word on the grid 

and cross out the word they have just read with their coloured 

marker (but they HAVE TO SAY THE SOUNDS AND READ THE WORD 

out loud!). The aim of the game is to be the first to for a 

horizontal, vertical, or diagonal line of four words in one’s own 

colour.  



SNAKES AND LADDERS 
Take part in a game of snakes and ladders. Roll a die and move 

the correct number of spaces. When you land on a square, say the 

sounds and read the word. If you land on a ladder, go up! If you 

land on a snake, go down. First one to the end wins.  



WORD SEARCH 
Find the following words in the word search by tracking through 

each line from left to right. Words only appear horizontally. 

Students have to find the following words in the word search by 

tracking through each line left to right. Remember, we sometimes 

spell a sound with more than one letter. In this word search, they 

will see some two-letter spellings. When the two letters are in one 

square, they represent one sound. When they find a word in the 

word search, they have to say the sounds and read a word before 

they circle or colour it.  



SPEED READ: MORE SPELLINGS 

double cuddle blush touch 

crunch spong cousin above 

trou-

lucky 

come 

shove 

rough 

love 

other 

jump 

How many words can the children read in 20 seconds? See how many 

words the child can read correctly in 20 seconds. Ask them to do the  

activity several times over several days, challenging them to read faster. 

Repeat the activity in a few weeks as revision.  



TREE MAP 

Activity 1 - Written Tree Map  

Ask the children to create a tree map for the /er/ sound using the word list 

above. Each category, the children put the spelling at the top (because we 

always write the spelling, never the sound) and all of the words with that 

sound underneath. For example, crunch and fun will be in the same category 

because it is the same spelling or the /u/ sound. 

Activity 2 - Speed Read  

Write 5-10 words down from the list above or use the cards below. Encourage 

the children to read the words as quickly as they can, like the speed read 

above.  

Activity 3 - Floor Tree Map  

Use the words below and ask the children to put them in a big tree map similar 

to idea number 1. 

*** See over for a completed example*** 

Spellings for /u/ sound 

<u>    <ou>  <o> 

 touch 

 love 

 some 

 young 

 crunch 

 sponge  

 thumb 

 mother 

 other 

 jump 

 luck 

 trouble 

 cousin 

 come 

 above 

 run 

 

 double 

 stuck 

 touch 

 won 

 front 

 done 

 blush 

 sum 

 



EXAMPLE TREE MAP 

Spellings for /u/ sound 

<u>    <ou>  <o> 

 touch 

 love 

 some 

 young 

 crunch 

 sponge  

 thumb 

 mother 

 other 

 jump 

 luck 

 trouble 

 cousin 

 come 

 above 

 run 

 

 double 

 stuck 

 touch 

 won 

 front 

 done 

 blush 

 sum 

 



TREE MAP WORD LIST 

touch 

love 

some 

crunch 

young 



TREE MAP WORD LIST 

sponge 

mother 

other 

thumb 

jump 



TREE MAP WORD LIST 

luck 

cousin 

trouble 

above 

come 



TREE MAP WORD LIST 

run 

double 

stuck 

won 

touch 



TREE MAP WORD LIST 

front 

done 

blush 

shove 

sum 


