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St. Michael’'s C of E Primary School
Newsletter: 4™ March 2016 Spring Term Volume 8

Head Teacher’'s News
Of course we are very proud of all the children in our school and the way they behave in general but I would just
like to share with you some of the comments we have had recently about pupils in our school.

T had an email from a Headteacher in another local school and he said, "Just got back from basketball, thought
your team were fab. Played their hearts out with a smilel”

When we had the Punctuation Show recently we had a follow up email saying, "Just a quick note to say thanks for
having me in school last week. The pupils were delightful as usual and could you please thank all concerned.”
Again, last week I had an email from a member of staff leading in the Sedgefield School Sports Programme which
said, “"Also, congrats on Tag Rugby yesterday, your team were super!”

We are blessed with wonderful children and I'm sure you are as proud as the staff are on the reputation they have
built for themselves.

School News

IMonday 22™ February until Friday 4™ March - Fairtrade Fortnight
Many thanks to all parents who supported our Fairtrade Fortnight by sending money into school to purchase
|Fairtrade items.

Tag Rugby Tournament
ICongr'a‘rula‘rions to our tag-rugby team who came 2" out of an enormous 21 schools. We have now reached the
overall finals and further information on when this is to be played will be issued as soon as a venue is confirmed.

|Ne1'ba|l Team
Congratulations to our Team A of netball players who came a respectable 4™ overall at the finals. Well done.

w/c 7™ March - Go Green Week, Including Climate Change
Children will be taking part in activities and discussions around fossil fuel usage.

Tuesday 8™ March - Fire Engine Visit
To coincide on work on people who can help us the Fire Brigade will visit the school to talk to all the infant children.
|Children will be able to have an up close look at the fire engine and how it works.




Wednesday 9™ March - Y1 and Y2 to Football Festival

We will be taking Year 1 and Year 2 pupils to the Alun Armstrong in Shildon on Wednesday 9™ March to take part in
various football activities. Pupils will require their full PE kit with warm clothing, as it can be cold inside the centre, as
well as their water-bottle provided by the school from the classroom. Pupils will be back in time for school lunch.

Thursday 10™ March - Learn to Ride
Please could any late applications be in school by 9am on Monday.

Friday 11™ March - Dress in Green Day
Children are invited to come fo school wearing green fo complement our work in Go Green Week.

Friday 11™ March - Decorate and Easter Egg/Tree

Parents or grandparents or carers are invited into school to work with their children from 2pm to decorate an Easter
egg. Please could we ask all children to bring their own hard-boiled egg and specific decorations. Don't worry if no-one can
attend, teachers can support children in the classroom.

Friday 11™ March - Friends of the School Murder/Mystery Night

ON FRIDAY 11TH MARCH ONE OF OUR PARENTS WILL BE MURDERED!

Join us in the village hall at 7pm and witness the monstrous murder of one of our parents. From the safety of the
audience you can enjoy drinks from our licensed bar whilst watching the events unfold. Examine the evidence and unravel
the clues. Can you determine whodunnit? Starring Geoff Turner as The Director, Carl Arnott as The Detective and a
supporting cast of enthusiastic parents. Directed by Kerry Slee. Prizes for winning teams.

Tickets still available from the school or the post office. All proceeds to St Michael's C of E Primary School.

W/C 14™ March - Science and Engineering Week
Pupils will take part in activities across the school in recognition of this event. One of our parents, Mrs Stokes, who is a
STEM ambassador, will visit school to work with all junior children.

Monday 14™ March - Year 5 and 6 to Visit Nissan

Linking with Science and Engineering Week (above) Year 5 and 6 pupils have been invited to Nissan in Sunderland. This
visit is funded by Nissan and all pupils in previous years have had an amazing time and regularly name it as their favourite
school visit. Pupils will leave school at 9am and return in time for school finishing at 3.15pm. Pupils who normally receive a
school lunch will be provided with a school packed lunch to take with them. Water bottles will be taken from the
classroom and pupils are required to be in school uniform.

Wednesday 16™ March - Year 3 and 4 to Visit Hare Hope Quarry
Year 3/4 are visiting Harehope quarry to enrich the work they have been doing in class lead by Durham University
student on rocks, soils and fossils.

THERE WILL BE NO AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS W/C 21°T MARCH - apart from SATs Club on the Monday.

Tuesday 22™ and Wednesday 23™ March - Parent/Teacher Consultations
Pupils will today bring home an appointment sheet for the forthcoming parent/teacher consultations. Please could these
be sent back to school as soon as possible as appointments will be issued on a first come, first served basis. However, we
will endeavour fo stay as close to your requested time slot as much as we can.

Tuesday 22" March - World Water Day

Children will be invited to dress in blue in recognition of World Water Day. All children will be taking part in activities to
raise awareness oh the importance of availability of clean water with particular links to the United Nations children's
rights agenda.

Tuesday 22" March - Reception to the Dance Festival

Our Reception pupils will attend the annual dance festival at Newton Aycliffe Leisure Centre on Tuesday 22" March.
Parents are able to watch from the balcony and need to be at the Leisure Centre for 9.30am. Please could parents send
us, as soon as possible, a plain coloured T-shirt which children can paint to make their own costume.

Wednesday 23™ March - Easter Service in St. Michael's Church
All members of the community are invited to join us, in St Michael's Church at 11.00am for our Easter Service.




Happy Birthday to....

Millie F

Attendance 29™ February - 4™ March
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