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School News

|Reading with Pupils

Please could we ask if parents can support school by reading with their child every day if possible and signing and
completing the comments section of their child's reading book. We notice that children who are supported with
Idaily reading at home make significantly more progress than those who do not. Children read a variety of books
including home readers daily in school. To ensure that your child gets the best start in life, please spare five or
ten minutes a day to listen to them read - regardless of their age.

Week Beginning 8™ February - Friendship Week
|Pupils will be undertaking work on what it means to be a good friend and how we can show appreciation of our
friends.

|Chinese New Year (Year of the Monkey)
All children will be taking part in activities around this festival.

Shrove Tuesday / Pancake Day
All pupils will have the opportunity to enjoy a pancake on this day and share in an understanding of its relevance
for Christians.

Stop Bullying / Safer Internet Day
|Pupils will mark these events with further work on anti-bullying and staying safe on the internet.

IFr'iendship Week wb 8™ February
Pupils will be looking at developing and maintaining friendship.

Friends of the School Disco - Wednesday 10™ February
Please note that the first disco for Reception to Year 6 pupils starts at 4.45pm until 5.45pm. The second disco for
Year 3 to Year 6 pupils starts at 5.45pm until 6.45pm.

Ash Wednesday Service - Wednesday 10™ February
|Parents/Carers are invited into school on Wednesday at 2.45pm to attend our Ash Wednesday Service.




Thursday 11™ February - Basketball Festival Year 5 and 6

We will be taking 2 teams of Year 5 and 6 pupils to attend the Basketball Festival which is to be held at
Sedgefield Community College on Thursday 11™ February. Pupils will be notified who will be taking part. We will
travel by coach to and from the venue and pupils are required to be in their school PE kit with a suitable warm
coat. Pupils will fake their water bottle from the classroom. All pupils will return to school in fime for their school
lunch.

Message from Durham County Council

This is a reminder for parents from Durham LA. The police in Durham still remain concerned about children being
groomed for indecent images through a wide variety of apps including ooVoo, KIK, Skype and MeetMe.

As a school we continue to educate our children on how to remain safe on line. This is just a reminder to
parents/carers to carefully supervise children while using different technologies, and pay particular attention to
who their "virtual" friends are.

The NSPCC have a very good website for parents called Net-Aware http://www.net-aware.org.uk which explains
to parents the risks and benefits of a wide range of apps, and what safety measures are available to parents.

Sponsor a Grown Up
Pupils had an assembly delivered on Wednesday about the above exciting project. Please see letters sent home
with pupils today for further information. All applications have to be in school no later than 9am on Friday 12™

February.

School closes on Friday 12™ February for half term holidays and will reopen on Monday 22™ February at
8.55am.

Monday 22™ February until Friday 4™ March - Fairtrade Fortnight

To celebrate and participate in Fairtrade Fortnight we will be selling Fairtrade juice, cereal bars and biscuits
during break time and after school from Monday 22" February. Items are all 50p each and pupils will be limited
to one juice and one biscuit or sweets at a time. Please send money into school with your child if you would like
them to purchase items at break and we will also be selling them from 3.15 - 3.30pm after school each day.

Monday 22" February - World Thinking Day
Classes will be acknowledging this day with a variety of activities.

Wednesday 24™ February - Netball Team to Tournament

We will be taking a team (8 pupils) from class 4 to Ferryhill Enterprise College, to take part in the above festival
on Wednesday 24™ February. Pupils will be told in advance who will be taking part and will require a PE kit and
warm out door coat for this event. Pupils will be back in school for lunchtime.

Friday 26™ February - Tell a Fairy-tale Day
Pupils will be enjoying and telling fairy tales to one another.

Thursday 25™ / Friday 26™ February - Bags2School Collection

Friends of St Michael's have organised a Bag2School textile collection for Friday 26™ February. As well as raising
vitally needed funds for our school, it also helps the environment by helping to divert unwanted textiles away
from landfill. By getting involved in our Bag2School collection, you have an opportunity to sort through your
cupboards and wardrobes and donate unwanted textiles in the bag provided - this can include adults’ and
children's clothes, shoes (tied together please), hats, belts, handbags, scarves, ties and soft toys. Please note
bedding, curtains, and household linen cannot be accepted. In addition to raising funds it will also raise awareness
amongst the children of the benefits of recycling and reuse.Children will bring home a donation bag next week. If
you fill the donation bag and still have more then you can use any other bag to donate your items. Don't forget to
ask grandparents, friends and neighbours to have a sort out as well!

Bag2School will be collecting from our school on 26™ February. Please bring your bag (or bags!) to the school
office either at school pick up on Thursday 25™ February, or before 9 am on Friday 26™ February and help us
have a really good collection.

Reguest for 'Junk'’
Please could school ask for donations of plastic bottles, empty boxes etc. for Reception class to use in classroom
activities.



https://mail.durhamschools.org.uk/owa/p3441.admin@durhamlearning.net/redir.aspx?C=rIevLSiSgkGvJb1OTsmG1-o8u4bAMtMIZixhN2J72igHwC0LuzKq6S0ZkPjSUMsGFljS2XEyDkY.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.net-aware.org.uk

Happy Birthday to....

Jude G, Charlotte S, Charli
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