
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

         

 
 

 

 

 

 

School Contact Information 

www.stmichaelsprimary.durham.sch.uk 

Telephone: 01740 651482 

E-mail:bishopmiddleham@durhamlearning.net 

 

St. Michael’s C of E Primary School 
Newsletter:  20th November 2015                                                           Autumn Term Volume 11 

 

Dinner Menu 

 

We will be serving week 1 of the dinner menu, week commencing 23rd  November. 

 

School News  

 

Year 5 and 6 Pupils to Safety Carousel – Monday 23rd November 

We will be taking Class 4 to The Work Place in Newton Aycliffe to take part in the annual Safety Carousel 

workshop that Durham County Council organise for all schools. We will leave school at 9.15am and will return before 

school finishes. Please ensure that all pupils are in school uniform. Pupils that would normally receive a school lunch 

on this day will be provided with a school packed lunch and all pupils will be able to take their school water bottle 

provided by school. 

 

Road Safety Week – 23rd – 27th November 

Over the course of the week, children in all classes will be talking about the Green Cross Code and keeping safe. 

 

Anti-Bullying Week – 23rd – 27th  November 

Over the course of the week, children in all classes will be talking about keeping themselves safe and ways to stop 

bullying. 

 

Year 1 and 2 Children to Receive Flu Vaccination 

Year 1 and 2 children will today bring home information on the flu vaccination. This is a government led vaccination 

programme to improve health over the winter for all i.e. hopefully if less children have flu the risk is reduced for 

passing it on. PANIC NOT! It is not an injection it is a nasal spray. Please return forms by next Friday 27th 

November. 

 

 

 

Head Teacher’s News  

 

Following on from the message last week on attendance, it is important to share information regarding lateness. 

Our Education Welfare Officer, Mrs Greaves, has a statutory right to check our registers to follow up on lateness 

and absence. She visits the school fortnightly to check on both. Some children will already have brought home a 

letter bringing attention to frequency of lateness. Mrs Greaves has suggested that if a child has more than five 

instances of lateness so far this year that we bring attention to it.  

As attendance and punctuality are now so high on the agenda, I intend to let parents know when they are beginning 

to fall into heightened monitoring. If further instances of lateness occur without exceptional circumstances, Mrs 

Greaves will be in touch. Continued lateness may result in children marked ‘U’ (arrived after registration closes) 

rather than late which can result in more formal proceedings by the Local Authority. Hopefully, the letter from 

school will help parents address punctuality with their children. Should you need to discuss this further, please do 

not hesitate to get in touch.  

 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Christmas CD Recording – Friday 27th November 

All pupils will take part in recording a school Christmas CD. Pupils designed a CD Cover and the winning design was 

Ellie Watling who named the CD, “Reindeer Rock”. CD’s will be on sale at £4.99 per copy and order forms will be 

issued to pupils nearer the time. 

 

Clothes Collection – 30th November 

Further to our clothes collection linked to our Harvest this year, we have agreed for a further rpick up to be 

made on Monday 30th November at 9am. We can also accept bedding (other than pillows). The collection will go to 

the Methodist Asylum Project in Middlesborough. Please bring clothes etc no later than 9am on Monday morning. 

Thank you for your support, the need is great. 

 

Inter-Faith Week – 30th November to 4th December 

Children will be looking at the various festivals in different religions at this time of year. 

 

Scholastic Book Fair in School 30th November to 10th December 

We will have Scholastic Book Fair cases in our school hall from Monday 30th November until Thursday 10th 

December. These books will make excellent Christmas presents and will be on sale to parents/carers from 8.30am 

until 8.55am and 3.15pm until 3.30pm every day. Pupils will today bring home a leaflet, about this, with a small 

selection of books and their prices. 

 

Year 3 and Year 4 to Gymnastics Festival – Tuesday 1st December 

We will be taking Year 3 and Year 4 pupils to South Durham Gymnasium to take part in a gymnastics festival. Pupils 

will need their PE kit and will be taken to and from the event by coach. We will leave school at 9.30am and return 

in time for lunch. Pupils will take their own water bottle provided by school. 

 

Parents Open Afternoon / Christmas Tree Decorating – Friday 4th December 

Parents / Carers are invited into school on Friday 4th December at 2.00pm to make Christmas decorations with 

their child. These will then be placed onto our Christmas tree and pupils will be able to take them home at the end 

of term. 

 

Universal Free School Meals 

Currently our local authority provides pupils in reception, year 1 and year 2 with a free school meal. The 

government is considering ending this. There is currently a petition for schools and parents to sign to avoid this. 

If you would like to sign the e-petition please click on the link below. 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/107913 

 

Parent/Teacher Meetings 

Pupils should today bring home an invitation for parents to attend a meeting with their child’s teacher. Please 

could these be returned to school as soon as possible as appointments will be given out on a first come first served 

basis. However we will endeavour to stick to the closest time and day that you request. 

 

Head Lice 

Please could parents check their child’s hair on a regular basis and treat accordingly. Many thanks 

 

Bags in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 

As explained previously, we have limited space for school bags in the infants. Could we ask parents to not send 

‘backpack’ type bags but rather send book bag style bags as larger bags won’t fit in the trolley and are becoming a 

tripping hazard.  

 

School Milk 

Pupils over 5 years can still receive milk but parents are required to register on www.coolmilk.com and pay termly 

for the milk. We have a number of pupils, particularly in the infants, that ask for milk every day who are not on 

the list. If your child likes milk, please consider registering and paying for your child to partake.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/107913
http://www.coolmilk.com/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to....   

 

Mae Arnott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attendance 16th – 20th November 

 

 

R      99% 

 

Y1        99% 

 

Y2        99% 

 

Y3         99% 

 

Y4        99% 

 

Y5       100% 

 

Y6       92% 

 

 

 

 

Stars of the Week  

 

Class 1  Lola, Scarlett, Phoebe 

(Reception)                          

 

Class 2      Phoebe, Lauren, Anthony, 

(Year 1 and Year 2)      

      

Class 3      Konrad, Freddie, Violette 

(Year 3 and Year 4)    Charlotte M 

 

Class 4      Max G, Rosanna, Evie H, 

(Year 5 and Year 6)    Blake 

 

 
  

 

  

 

 

Diary Dates 
The full diary date for this academic year is available on our school website. Please note these dates are subject 

to change. 

 

Monday 23rd November  – Year 5 and 6 pupils to attend Safety Carousel 

23rd - 27th November      - Road Safety Week 

23rd – 27th November      - Anti Bullying Week 

Friday 27th November     - School CD Recording 

30th – 4th December        - National Tree Week 

30th – 4th December        - Inter-Faith Week 

30th – 10th December      - Scholastic Book Fair on sale in the school hall 

Tuesday 1st December    - Year 3 and 4 to Gymnastics Festival 

Friday 4th December      - Parents Open Afternoon – Christmas Tree Decorating 

w/c  7th December         - Parent/Teacher Meetings 

 

 

 


